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Title: ELECTRODE STRUCTURE OF A PLASMA DISPLAY PANEL 



To: Commissioner for Patents 

P.O. BOX 1450 
15 Alexandria, VA 22313-1450 



Subject : 

1. Information disclosure statement under 37 CFR 
§1. 56. 

20 2. Petition to request consideration of the 

information disclosure statement. 



Dear Sir: 



Match and Return 



25 This is an Information Disclosure Statement in 

accordance with the duty to disclose information 
material to patentability under 37 CFR §1.56. The 
applicant wishes to make of record the document listed 
on the accompanying form PTO/SB/08. It is respectfully 

30 requested that the examiner initials the cited 
reference on the form and that it be made of record 
in the application and that a copy of the initialed 

Ll/25/2003 WWOl OQOOO&O 500801 09851576 
)1 FC:1806 160.00 DA 

1 



form be sent to the applicant with the next communication 
from the examiner. 

Since the IDS is filed after the issue of the final 
5 Office action, a petition to request consideration of 
the information disclosure statement is hereby 
requested according to 37 CFR 51.97(e)(1). The prior 
art patent contained in the information disclosure 
statement was cited in communications from the Chinese 

10 Intellectual Property Office on Sep, 12, 2003 for a 
counterpart foreign application. Since this IDS is 
being submitted within three months of the date in which 
this prior art patent was first cited, the applicant 
sincerely hopes that the examiner can consider the item 

15 contained in this IDS. 

According to the requirement set forth in 37 CFR 
§1.98 and MPEP 609 (Rev. l f Feb. 2000), the applicant 
is submitting a copy of Chinese patent document CN 

20 publication No. 1269570A (published Oct. 11, 2000), 
Japanese patent documents JP publication No. 11*297214 
(published Oct. 29, 1999) and JP publication No. 
2000-123750A ( published Apr . 28, 2000), US patent No. 
6,031,329 (filed Mar. 27, 1998), and a concise 

25 explanation of the relevance to this application 
hereinafter. For convenience, claim 1 of the present 
application is appended at the end of this response. 

Fig. 4 of CN 1269570A appears to be the most relevant 
30 drawing, and shows a plasma display panel with a first 
auxiliary electrode 2 0 positioned in a first gap between 
a first sustaining electrode 14 and a second sustaining 
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electrode 13 ♦ Since the first auxiliary electrode 20 
disclosed in CN 1269570A is not electrically connected 
to the first sustaining electrode 14, and does not 
comprise a second part located above the first 
5 sustaining electrode 14, the claimed invention of the 
present application is significantly different from 
the teachings in CN 1269570A. 



JP 11-297214 discloses a plasma display panel. As 
10 shown in Fig. 2 of JP 11-297214, the plasma display 
panel comprises a discharge gap 21 positioned between 
two sustaining electrodes 2. The plasma display panel 
further comprises an auxiliary electrode 3, and a 
portion of the auxiliary electrode 3 is located above 
15 the sustaining electrode 2. Since JP 11-297214 never 
teaches that the auxiliary electrode 3 can be formed 
in the discharge gap 21, it is believed to be 
significantly different from the claimed invention of 
the present application. 

20 

JP 2000-123750A discloses a plasma display panel. 
As shown in Fig. 3 of JP 2000-123750A, the plasma display 
panel comprises a plurality of ribs 40 formed on a back 
substrate. The ribs 40 are parallel to each other and 

25 perpendicular to the first auxiliary electrode 70. The 
plasma display panel further comprises a first 
sustaining electrode 61 and a second sustaining 
electrode 62. The first auxiliary electrode 70 is 
positioned in a first gap between the first sustaining 

30 electrode 61 and the second sustaining electrode 62. 
However, the first auxiliary electrode 70 is not 
electrically connected to the first sustaining 
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electrode 61. The first auxiliary electrode 70 does 
not comprise a second part located above the first 
sustaining electrode 61 , either. Therefore, the claimed 
invention of the present application is significantly 
5 different from the teachings in JP 2000-123750A. 

US 6, 031,329 is one the prior arts cited in Office 
action dated 04/15/2003 and has been considered by the 
Examiner . 

10 

Present application claim 1 (which was amended in 
response to Office action dated 04/15/2003): 

1 . (amended) An electrode structure of a plasma display 

15 panel (PDP) , the electrode structure formed on a front 
substrate of the PDP, and comprising: 

a first sustaining electrode and a second sustaining 
electrode set on the surface of the front substrate, 
and a first gap existing between the first and second 

20 sustaining electrodes; and 

a first auxiliary electrode electrically connected 
to the first sustaining electrode, the first auxiliary 
electrode comprising a first part and a second part 
in contact with the first part, the first part formed 

25 in the first gap, and the second part located above 
the first sustaining electrode; 

wherein a second gap existing between the first part 
of the first auxiliary electrode and the second 
sustaining electrode is used as a discharge gap of the 

30 electrode structure of the PDP, and the width of the 
second gap is smaller than the width of the first gap* 
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